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•	ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
•	There is a $350.00 minimum on machine plantings.  We require 25% down 

payment on all machine planting and fabric orders, refundable up to February 
1st of the planting year.   

•	Special orders require a minimum of 25 trees ordered.
•	You can view each tree specie by logging on to the internet and going to the 

following website:  http://www.ag.ndsu.nodak.edu/aginfo/trees/handbook.
htm

If you would like to recieve this electronically,
please email: lynda.johnson@sd.nacdnet.net
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Inventory changes daily, please 
check with the office for availability 

after February 1st.  (The only 
seedless species we stock is 

Cottonwood.  All other species are 
fruit bearing or have seeds.)



Species	 BTUs1 (million per cord)	 smoke	 sparks
Spruce	 16	 Low	 Many
Ponderosa pine	 15	 Moderate	 Moderate
Aspen	 14	 Moderate	 None to few
Cottonwood	 14	 Moderate	 Few
Basswood	 13	 Moderate	 Few
1 BTU stands for British thermal unit, the unit of energy required to increase the temperature 
of one pound of water from 60 to 61oF.   A gallon of propane is the equivalent of 100,000 
BTU’s so a cord of green ash has the heat equivalent of about 200 gallons of propane.

	 As you can see from the list, oak is going to generate almost twice the 
heat as basswood or cottonwood so you can expect to pay much more for 
oak.  Sales of ‘mixed hardwood’ often contain mostly cottonwood with a little 
ash – its mostly go’fer wood meaning you are always “going for” more as it 
burns quickly!  Cottonwoods are best for kindling as they burn readily but to 
keep the fire going oaks and honeylocust are among the best.
	 You should always buy firewood by the cord or as a fraction of a cord.  
A cord is a stack of wood 4 feet wide, 4 feet high and 8 feet long containing 
128 cubic feet of space and about 70 to 80 cubic feet of solid wood.   If you 
buy firewood by the cord you are purchasing a known quantity of wood.  If 
you buy by the pick-up load or face cord, you getting a range of possibilities 
and it will be difficult to make comparisons among seller.  Most pick-ups with 
a 6-foot bed hold about a fourth or fifth of a cord while an 8-foot bed may hold 
a third of a cord.  A face cord usually contains about one-fourth to one-third 
a cord but this can vary among sellers.  You can find pick-up loads of wood 
being advertised for around $100 while a cord may cost $300 or even more 
depending upon the species. A pick-up load may sound like the better bargain 
since it is cheaper but remember you are getting about three to five times the 
amount of wood with a cord.
	 Be sure to buy seasoned firewood.  This is wood that has been split and 
stored off the ground and protected from the elements for about nine months.  
After this time it will have moisture content of less than 28 percent so it should 
burn long and hot rather than steam and smoke in the fireplace.
 	 Some other trivia facts on firewood.  One in four homes in South Da-
kota has a fireplace or woodstove, though about one out of six actually use 
them.  The typical home uses wood as a back-up source of heat or burns for 
pleasure rather than as their primary source of heat or cooking.  They burn 
about 1.35 cords per year.  In South Dakota, woodstoves are more popular 
than fireplaces as a heating source.  The most common hardwood we burn 
is ash, about 22,000 cords a year, followed by elm at 18,600 cords and cot-
tonwood at 15,000 cords.  We also burn about 15,000 cords of pine annually.
	 Finally buy any firewood from local sources. The most likely potential 
source of emerald ash borer, an invasive insect already responsible for the 
loss of more than 30 million ash trees across the Midwest, is from out-of-state 
firewood.  Purchasing firewood that has been harvested within the state is one 
of the best means of preventing the introduction of this insect to our state’s 
forests.
South Dakota State University, South Dakota counties, and U.S. Department 
of Agriculture cooperating. South Dakota State University is an Affirmative Ac-
tion/Equal Opportunity Employer and offers all benefits, services, education, 
and employment opportunities without regard for race, color, creed, religion, national origin, ancestry, citizenship, 
age, gender, sexual orientation, disability, or Vietnam Era veteran status.

continued from page 5:  Tips for Buying Firewood
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	 Weed barrier fabric is designed 

to disintegrate from sun light.  As 

trees grow larger they shade the 

weed barrier fabric, thus slowing 

down the disintegration process.

	 It is important to check your 

windbreaks or tree plantings if you 

have used weed barrier fabric.  If 

the fabric is not disintegrating, the 

hole that was cut for the tree needs 

to be large enough that the fabric is 

not girdling the tree trunk. 

	 It is important to make the 

holes larger, so there is enough 

space for the tree trunk to expand 

in.  Making the holes larger can 

be accomplished by using a sharp 

knife such as a utility knife.  The 

fabric could be cut at four 90 degree 

angles, layed back on the ground 

so that the fabric doesn’t touch the 

tree trunk, and then stapled or some 

how else to fasten the fabric, so it 

does not move.  

	 If your windbreak or tree 

planting is four years old or older, 

it would be important that you 

complete this inspection and cutting 

of holes yet this year.

Weed 
Barrier 

Inspection



Lincoln Conservation 
District in the Community

Happy Holidays
from the

Lincoln Conservation 
District

	 Arbor Day 
was celebrated 
on April 29, 
2010; Lynda 
Johnson gave 
a presentation 
to the Canton 
first graders 
at Lawrence 
School on April 
28, 2010. Each 
student was 

given a tree seedling to take home and literature.  Each 
presentation was held in their classrooms.  Trees were 
discounted and given away at Valley Exchange Bank 
in Lennox to also celebrate the holiday.  Once again 
the Arbor Day Essay contest was held, receiving 1st 
place was Kyle Schluttner, (pictured), Sydney Oetken 
received 2nd place and Haily Nyreen 
placed 3rd.  Each winner was given 
a certificate, Honeylocust seeds, a 
check and each participant received a 
free McDonald’s ice cream coupon.

	 Last school year, Lincoln Conservation District’s 
Lynda Johnson participated as a mentor through the Lu-
theran Social Services School-Based Mentor Program in 
Canton.
	 The program empowers youth to succeed by es-
tablishing trusting relationships with adult volunteers. 
Mentors have a significant impact on youth by increasing 
self-esteem, providing guidance, and developing consis-
tent, long-term friendships. 
	 Mentors spend an hour a week with an elementary, 
middle or high school student at school. The program 
operates in all school districts in Minnehaha and Lincoln 
Counties. To learn how you can become a mentor, visit 
www.mentoring.lsssd.org.

3

Arbor Day Recognized

Lutheran Social Services



TREES, TREES, TREES . . . 
Trees planted in 2010 
	 Thank you to all our 
producers who planted 
windbreaks/shelter belts 
this year; we started 
planting trees on May 
5th and finished up with 
fabric on August 17th.  
	 We machine planted 
12.7 acres.  We also sold 
5,256’ trees to customers to 
plant manually.  Thank you 
to everyone who purchased 
trees and planted them their 
selves.
	 We installed weed barrier 
fabric on newly planted sites 
amounting to 32,108 feet 
which totaled to 6.17 miles.  
The weed barrier will prevent 
weed emergence within the tree row.
	 Newly planted trees need to have the soil compacted 
around the base of the tree to prevent air pockets from 
drying the root system.  Water the tree after planting will 
assist in moving soil particles around the root system 
preventing air pockets.  During the summer check the soil 
to the depth of the root system and if the soil is dry, place 

Replanting Trees
in 2011

	 If you have planted a windbreak in the past three years 
it is important to replace the trees that did not survive, 
so the windbreak can function as designed. If you have 
planted your trees through the Conservation Reserve 
Program you are required under the CRP contract to 
replace dead trees in your windbreak. If you have trees 
that did not survive please contact our office with the 
tree varieties and tree numbers that you need to order 
from us. If you can notify us by the mid November we 
can guarantee that these trees will be available for next 
spring’s planting.     

water around the tree.  
	 Fertilizer is not 
usually needed for a 
newly planted tree.  If 
you do fertilize, do so 
in the fall of the year, 
as the tree will use 
fertilizer nutrients the 
following spring. 
	 Keep weeds from 
competing for 
moisture, nutrients, 
and sunlight around 
the tree.  Various 
methods can be used 
for weed control, 

mechanical control 
is the best option during the growing 

season and chemicals can be used in the fall or spring 
while the tree is dormant.
	 Trees provide many benefits, but it takes hard work to 
keep them growing.  The Lincoln Conservation District 
can assist you with your tree planting needs.  Contact us 
at 605-987-2624 or our address is: 801 E 5th Street, Suite 
2, Canton, SD  57013 or you can email us at lynda.john-
son@sd.nacdnet.net.
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TREES, TREES, TREES . . . 
TREE SEASON 2011
	 The District is currently taking orders for anyone interested in machine 
planting trees next year, it is important to plan ahead.  The district and 
NRCS recommends that the ground be worked up in the fall for the next 
tree season.  Please call or stop in at our office to make arrangements to 
schedule a field visit.  The district will need to know what section, township 
and range where the trees are being planted.  Our minimum charge for 
machine planting is $350.00 per site.  You may contact the office at 987-
2624 extension 3.  

TIPS FOR BUYING FIREWOOD
Dr. John Ball, Extension Forestry Specialist, South Dakota State University, Brookings, SD 57007

	 The increase in home heating cost has renewed interest in the use of 
wood as a fuel.  You can find advertisements offering firewood anywhere from 
$100 to $300 or more a load but the species of wood, whether it is seasoned 
and how the load is measured all determines the true value.  
	 The value of different tree species as firewood.  Tree species differ in 
the heat value of their wood as well as the color of the flame, fragrance and 
amount of sparks.  Crabapple and apple have one of the prettiest flames and 
maple one of the smokiest, while cottonwood goes to ash fairly quickly.  Pine 
and spruce produce a lot of sparks.  Apple has a nice fragrance and some 
woods, such as catalpa, can even have a bad odor.  The most important fac-
tor for many homeowners is not the color or fragrance but the heat so here 
is the ranking of fuelwoods in million BTUs per cord of seasoned wood.  

Species	 BTUs1 (million per cord)	 smoke	 sparks
Bur oak	 25	 Low	 Few
Mulberry	 25	 Moderate	 Many
Honeylocust	 24	 Low	 Few
Sugar maple	 24	 Heavy	 None to few
Black walnut	 22	 Low	 None
Apple and Crabapple	 21	 Low	 Few
Birch	 21	 Moderate	 Few
Redcedar/Rocky Mt Juniper	 21	 Moderate	 Many
Green ash	 20	 Low	 Few	
Hackberry	 20	 Low	 Few
American elm	 19	 Moderate	 Few
Boxelder	 17	 Moderate	 Few
Willow	 17	 Low	 Few

2011 DISTRICT RATES
Tree Planting
Machine Planting:
Tall Trees .....................$28.00/100 Ft.
Mid-sized Trees ...........$39.00/100 Ft.
Bareroot Conifers ........$28.00/100 Ft.
Potted Conifers ............$37.00/100 Ft.
Shrubs .........................$62.00/100 Ft.
There is a Minimum of $350.00 charge.  We 
require 25% down payment at time of order.  Re-
fundable up to February 1, of the planting year.

Hand Plants (plus tax):
Shrubs* .............................$2.20 each
Tall Trees* .........................$2.20 each
Mid-Sized Trees* ..............$2.20 each
Bareroot Conifers* ............$2.20 each
Potted Conifers ..................$3.30 each
* If bundles of 25 of same species, $1.95 each.
We require a 50% Down Payment on any tree 
orders of 100 or more trees. 
Fabric Weed Barrier:
$10.00 Per Rod Row Installed
25% Down Payment due at time of order, refundable 
up to February 1, of the year to install fabric.

Other Services (plus tax):
Grassland Plants Book............. $19.95
Tree Book................................... $5.00
Shrub Book................................ $5.00
3’ X 300’ Roll........................... $45.00
6’ X 300’ Roll  ....................... $110.00
6’ X 500’ Roll......................... $175.00
3’ X 3’ Fabric Squares .......$1.75 each
Shelter Tubes..................... $4.25 each
Stakes.................................$2.70 each
Staples..................................$.10 each
Wilt Pruf
Anti-Transparent.................$14.00 qt.
Hinder Repellent.................$17.00 qt.
Plantskydd Quart RTU............. $21.95
Plantskydd 1# Granule............... $9.95
Plantskydd 2.2# ....................... $39.95
Plantskydd 3# Granule............. $22.95
Plantskydd 22# Bulk.............. $349.95
Plantskydd 1.32 Gal. RTU....... $54.95

10’ Grass Drill
8’ Grass Drill:
NON-CRP 
  $60/hr. 
  $150 Minimum
  $30 Site Charge
CRP 
  $17/Acre
  $150 Minimum
  $30 Site Charge

Tilling:
$75/hr. 
$30 Site Charge
$150 Minimum

continued on page 6
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